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ONE WORLD. TEACHING. RESEARCH. SERVICE.
ONE HEALTH.

This is the place where theory intersects with action. Where science is connected to
service. UGA College of Veterinary Medicine — the intersection of research and
impact.



The Biomedical Physiology major was introduced in 2022
to meet student demand for a program to further their
understanding of how living organisms function. The
curriculum fosters a strong knowledge base in physiology
and related sciences as well as critical thinking skills and
workplace competencies. Student enthusiasm has led to
rapid expansion in enrollment which has been met with
an increase in faculty and course offerings.



Program

PROCESSIONAL

WELCOME
Dr. Gaylen Edwards, Department Head, Physiology and Pharmacology

Gaylen L. Edwards, DVM, PhD is in his 35 year at the University of Georgia. He is
currently the University of Georgia Athletic Association Professor of Veterinary Medicine and Head
of the Department of Physiology and Pharmacology at the University of Georgia. He also serves as
the interim Associate Dean for Undergraduate Affairs in the College of Veterinary Medicine.

Dr. Edwards received his DVM and PhD from Washington State University and
conducted postdoctoral studies in the Cardiovascular Center at the University of lowa. His research
has focused on signaling from viscera and control of behavior, particularly ingestive behaviors.

Dr. Edwards has served on the multiple committees and panels for national and
international organizations including the American Physiological Society, FASEB, and AAALAC
where he advocates for science policy and basic science research.

Dr. Maria M. Viveiros, Director of the Integrative Biomedical Physiology Master's Program

Dr. Maria M. Viveiros, PhD, is an Associate Professor and the Assistant Department
Head, Physiology and Pharmacology. She also serves as Director of the Integrative Biomedical
Physiology Professional Master's program.

Dr. Viveiros completed her BSc, MSc, and PhD degrees in Canada, followed by
postdoctoral fellowships at both Cornell University and the Jackson Laboratory Genetics Institute.
She continued her research at the University of Pennsylvania before joining the faculty at the
University of Georgia. Research in her laboratory focuses on cellular and developmental biology and
is supported by the national institutes of Health. Outside the lab she enjoys teaching both graduate
and professional DVM students at the College of Veterinary Medicine.

Dr. Viveiros is both a Teaching Academy and CTL Lilly Teaching Fellow at the
University of Georgia. She is the recipient of the Outstanding Teaching Award (2025) and David
Tyler Award for Advances in Teaching at the College of Veterinary Medicine (2024) at the University
of Georgia.

CLASS SPEAKER

Autumn Hampton, Student Speaker



Program Cont.

REMARKS

Dr. Lisa Nolan, Dean, College of Veterinary Medicine

Dr. Lisa K. Nolan is the Georgia Athletics Association Distinguished Professor and Dean
of the University of Georgia’s College of Veterinary Medicine. Prior to joining UGA, she served as
professor and Dr. Stephen G. Juelsgaard Dean (2011-2017), associate dean of research and graduate
studies (2009-2011), associate dean of academic and student affairs (2007-2009), and chair of the
Department of Veterinary Microbiology and Preventive Medicine (2003-2008) at lowa State
University’s College of Veterinary Medicine. She was also Professor and Founding Director of the
Great Plains Institute of Food Safety at North Dakota State University (1999-2003).

Dr. Nolan has received several honors over the course of her career, including being
named a Fellow of the American Association for the Advancement of Science and the American
Academy of Microbiology, an honorary diplomate of the American Veterinary Epidemiology Society,
a Distinguished Educator Award from the Blue Key National Honor Society, and the Academic
Alumnus of 2016 from the UGA College of Veterinary Medicine.

Dr. Nolan is a proud triple dog earning her DVM, MS and PhD from UGA.

RECOGNITION OF GRADUATES
Dr. Paul Eubig, Director of Biomedical Physiology Program

CLOSING COMMENTS
Dr. Karen Wells & Caroline Conrad



Undergraduate Degree Recipients

Ansleigh Abell Joi Ariana Gary Sean O'Connell
Katherine Applebee Sophie N. Gillen Chichi Okoro
Marie Audebert Andrew Gu Ricardo Orendain
Jiye Bae Autumn Brooke Hampton Luke Ortwein
Connor Beasley Graham Hansen Khushi J Patel
Trenton Beeland Rene Hernandez Om Girish Patel
Kaitlyn Bennett Katherine Hiers Siya Y Patel
Benjamin D. Bird Tyler Preston Holley Zee Patel
Pearl Brahmbhatt Lindsey Hossfeld Julia Paton-Smith
Sarah Brunson Julianna Houang Andy Peralta
Faara Karim Budhwani Hailey Elizabeth Hultberg Marlin Pollock
Evan Cain Marisa Iacovazzi Joseph Porzio
August Carder Fatima Islam Karthika Vaishnavi
Lauren Carlton Amanda Olivia Jeter Ramaswamy
Garrett Casteel Weiguo Jiang Riya Ratkalkar
Maja Chec Emilia Keys Anne-Therese Reynes
Andrew Choe Juveria Khan Riley Rodier
Mary Christopher Praneeth Kota Ronel 1. Saintvil
Brooke Alexa Coates Alexa Kreh Yash Sajjan
Caroline Conrad Taylor Lazzari Maria Elena Sarradet
Olivia Devore Baasil Malik Ava Jane Scarpaci
Sarah Dhanani Athena Manalo Paige Lane Sobczak
Sneha Dhokte Ashlyn Markham Rajarajan Srinivasan
Aaron Donaghy Maria Christine Matesich Renata Maria Stanescu
Emaleigh Drake Anna Matthews Aissatou Sy Savane
Devin DuCille Justin Mark McInnis  Tiffany Thuy Trinh Tran
Alex Dumas Noor Mehdi Henry Tyner
Adam Dyer Parker Thomas Merritt Shria Valluri
Emmanuella Favour Alexandria Chappell Natalie Ventura
Emah Meyers Samantha Ventura
Lee Calvin Fongeallaz Courtney Michelle Morris Brynn Wacter
Alexis Paige Frazine Hannah Mott Xinxv Wang
Ashley Frym Sanna Negahdar Ryan Willoughby
Koraima Fuentes Benitez Isabella Ngo Gavin Woodman

William Garland Ogugua Gloria Nwaise Justin Zweig



Graduate Degree Recipients

Audrey Best
Sabrina Dumanowsky
Kayla Floyd
Zachary Godwin
Amanda Gregory
Katherine Kane
Paris Creed King
Emily Kimpling
Alana Levester
Daniel O'Keefe
Wyatt Pitts
Brianna Christine Roots
Madeleine Schoen
Kesiena Tuoyo
Nicole Vernis
Jean Yuh



Congratulations from the Faculty and Staff
of the Department of Physiology and
Pharmacology!



Your support of the Department of Physiology and Pharmacology
will provide for a student’s educational experience that will help
them forge a path to success and create memories of UGA friends
and professors that will last a lifetime.

Research experiences for our students

Provides undergraduate scholarships

Provides a personalized convocation celebration for our fast-growing
Biomedical Physiology major which is a way to applaud our students’

achievements with their family and friends.

Attendees who wish to support the program may do so at the links
below:

UGA CVM Undergraduate Program Scholarship Fund

UGA CVM Undergraduate Support Fund



https://gail.uga.edu/commit?search=92112000
https://gail.uga.edu/commit?search=90585000&desonly=1

UPDATE YOUR CONTACT INFO

Stay in touch with the UGA
Alumni Association and
Hairy Dawg!

\ =

Visit alumni.uga.edu/myinfo
or scan the QR code below
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INVEST IN THE NEXT
GENERATION OF VET DAWGS.
BECOME A UGA CVM MENTOR.

The UGA Mentor program personalizes the mentoring experience,
helping you connect with students, no matter where you are and on
yvour schedule!

WHAT'S THE COMMITMENT?

You are able to connect with students in-person or virtually. It is
totally up to you and your mentee to decide! The good news is we also
have two ways to engage, depending on your availability and interest:

« Option 1: 16-week mentorship: 1-2 hours/month
« Option 2: Quick Chats: 15-30 minute, one time conversations

HOW TO GET STARTED!

Create your profile at mentor.uga.edu! You can include any
specialties/areas of concentration so mentees are better able to search
and connect.

If you only prefer to mentor current CVM students, you can include
that in the “Specific Topics That I Would Like to Discuss” area by
clicking “other” and inserting “prefer to mentor current CVM students
only.”

All mentors have the option to decide if a student would be a good fit to
mentor and can accept or decline the student's request.
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